
 

 

August 2026 Newsletter
 

The Season Rolls On at The Castle

We can't believe it's August already! Summer is
flying by, and back-to-school season is just
around the corner.

It's been an exciting summer at The Castle,
with events commemorating America's 250th
birthday, lively performances from the
Queensboro Dance Festival, and an East Asian
art exhibit about to open, to name just a few.
There's plenty to look forward to this fall as
well, and one event we're especially excited
about is the return of Oktoberfest at The Castle — for the first time in more
than a decade!

Stay tuned for all the details in next month's newsletter. In the meantime,
mark your calendar for Saturday, September 26, 2026!

 

 

Happening This August
 

Moon & Bloom: Showcasing
East Asian Art at The Castle

Gardening Nights at ﻿
﻿The Castle



Gallery Hours - Tues, Aug 4 – Fri,
Aug 14 (weekdays only)

10 AM – 3 PM
Reception & Demo - Sat, Aug 8

12 PM - 4 PM
BHS Castle

The Bayside Historical Society is
pleased to present "Moon and Bloom,"
a group exhibition of four New York–
based artists, whose work draws on the
enduring symbolism of the moon and
the natural world, a central motif in East
Asian art. Please check the website for
a schedule of events during the exhibit.

Learn More

Thursdays, Aug 6, 13, 20, 27
7 PM – 8 PM
BHS Castle

Join our Thursday evening gardening
activities and enjoy more comfortable
temperatures during sessions that
might be easier to fit into your
schedule. Everyone from beginners to
experts is welcome! Gardening tools
and supplies will be provided.

Learn More

 

Second Sunday Castle Tours

Sun., August 9th | 1 PM & 2 PM
BHS Castle

Reserve your spot for this month's free
guided tour of The Castle and its
exhibitions, conducted by the BHS staff
and volunteers. There will be two tours
offered; each tour lasts 45 minutes,
with the first starting at 1 PM and the
second at 2 PM.

Learn More

Open Sew at The Castle

Sun, August 9th | 1-3 PM
BHS Castle

Do you sew, quilt, or enjoy handwork
like embroidery or knitting? Join fellow
sewing enthusiasts for an afternoon of
creativity and conversation. Bring a
project you're currently working on and
enjoy a relaxed, creative environment
with others who share your interest.

Learn More

 

Ongoing Exhibit at The Castle
 

https://www.baysidehistorical.org/events-1/moon-and-bloom-showcasing-east-asian-art-at-the-bhs-castle
https://www.baysidehistorical.org/gardening-sessions
https://www.baysidehistorical.org/events-1/second-sunday-castle-tours-25
https://www.baysidehistorical.org/events-1/open-sew-at-the-castle-65


Learn More

Home Front & Front Lines:
250 Years of American Service

Bayside Historical Society's newest
exhibitition explores the stories of northeast
Queens residents whose service, sacrifice,
and civic engagement helped shape the
American experience. Spanning from 1657 to
the present day, the exhibition highlights local
contributions to religious freedom, the
Revolutionary War, the Civil War, and the
World Wars while commemorating the
nation's 250th anniversary.​

Viewing hours are Monday–Friday from
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. The exhibit will be
open this upcoming weekend, Saturday,
8/8 from 12 PM - 4 PM and Sunday, 8/9
from 1 PM - 3 PM. Admission is free.

 

The America 250 Blog Series
 

Commemorating the 250th Anniversary of the United States

﻿Francis Lewis. Rufus King. Charles Willet. John Lawrence. William Dermody. To
residents of northeast Queens, these names are familiar as the names of schools,
streets, and historic buildings and sites. But how much do you really know about
the people behind them? In fact, their influence extends far beyond Queens and
into the annals of American history. Residents of our very own neighborhoods
included a member of the Sons of Liberty, a Civil War Army captain, the mayor of
New York City, a delegate to the Continental Congress, and signers of the
Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution. These are just a few of the
people whose stories we'll explore, alongside pivotal moments in our region's past,
from the Flushing Remonstrance to the Culper Spy Ring and beyond.

Bayside Historical Society's new blog series explores the history of Bayside and
greater Long Island to uncover the deep, often overlooked connections between
our communities and the nation's founding. Installments will be written by our
Robert David Lion Gardiner Semiquincentennial Summer Fellow and Stony Brook
University student, Ashlee Joly, and by Bayside Historical Society Archivist
Elizabeth Fox.

https://www.baysidehistorical.org/exhibits


﻿Follow our blog, Tales from the Archives, as new posts are released
throughout the summer.

 

Take a Look Back...

On Saturday, October 26, 2002, the very first Totten Trot 5K Foot Race took place.
Twelve participants braved the rain to run the beautiful waterfront course through Fort
Totten and along the bay. After the race, they gathered for breakfast at the BHS Castle
and visited the museum.

This year marks the Silver Anniversary of the Totten Trot 5K — an event that has grown
from those original 12 runners to more than 300 participants, joined by their families and
teams, and become a beloved neighborhood Halloween tradition.

Early-bird registration for the 2026 Totten Trot 5K is open now through
midnight on August 26. Join us for this special Silver Anniversary race and
register early to save on entry fees!
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