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Introducing the America 250 Blog Series

Francis Lewis. Rufus King. Charles Willet. John
Lawrence. William Dermody. To residents of northeast
Queens, these names are familiar as the names of
schools, streets, and historic buildings and sites. But
how much do you really know about the people behind
them? In fact, their influence extends far beyond
Queens and into the annals of American history. Residents of our very own
neighborhoods included a member of the Sons of Liberty, a Civil War Army
captain, the mayor of New York City, a delegate to the Continental Congress,
and signers of the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution.
These are just a few of the people whose stories we'll explore, alongside
pivotal moments in our region's past, from the Flushing Remonstrance to the
Culper Spy Ring and beyond.

As part of our commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the United States,
BHS is excited to announce our new blog series exploring the history of
Bayside and greater Long Island to uncover the deep, often overlooked
connections between our communities and the nation's founding. Installments
will be written by our Robert David Lion Gardiner Semiquincentennial
Summer Fellow and Stony Brook University student, Ashlee Joly, and by
Bayside Historical Society Archivist Elizabeth Fox. Follow our blog, Tales
from the Archives, as new entries are released throughout the summer.

Happening This July



https://www.baysidehistorical.org/tales-from-the-archives-blog
https://www.baysidehistorical.org/tales-from-the-archives-blog

Home Front & Front Lines:
250 Years of American Service

Bayside Historical Society's newest
exhibitition explores the stories of northeast
Queens residents whose service, sacrifice,
and civic engagement helped shape the
American experience. Spanning from 1657 to
the present day, the exhibition highlights local
contributions to religious freedom, the
Revolutionary War, the Civil War, and the
World Wars while commemorating the
nation's 250th anniversary.

Viewing hours are Monday-Friday from
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM, with weekend hours
coming in July and August. Admission is free.

6th Annual John Golden Day Second Sunday Castle Tours
Celebration

Sun., July 12th | 1 PM & 2 PM

Sat., July 11th | 9 AM—1 PM BHS Castle

Crocheron Park
Reserve your spot for this month's free
guided tour of The Castle and its
exhibitions, conducted by the BHS staff
and volunteers. There will be two tours
offered; each tour lasts 45 minutes,
with the first starting at 1 PM and the
second at 2 PM.

Join the Friends of Crocheron & John
Golden Park for a community
celebration honoring John Golden —
Bayside's beloved "Mr. Bayside" —
whose dedication to bringing neighbors
together inspired generations.

Learn More Learn More



https://www.baysidehistorical.org/exhibits
https://www.crocheronpark.org/john-golden-day
https://www.baysidehistorical.org/events-1/second-sunday-castle-tours-24

The Talented Major Tallmadge:
Presentation by Richard F.
Welch

Thurs., July 16th | 7:30-9 PM
BHS Castle

Join Bayside Historical Society in
welcoming author and historian Richard
F. Welch for an engaging look at the
fascinating life and Revolutionary War
service of Setauket native Benjamin
Tallmadge. A military commander,
spymaster, and trusted aide to George
Washington, Tallmadge played a vital
role in both battlefield operations and
the Patriot war effort.

Learn More

Queensboro Dance Festival:
Performances at
Fort Totten Park

Sun., July 26th | 3-4:30 PM
BHS Castle

The Queensboro Dance Festival’'s 2026
Summer Tour will feature over 30
outdoor and indoor events across 15
Queens neighborhoods! Join them at
the BHS Castle for an exciting indoor
dance event, featuring performances by
The Kingdom Dance Co., Allpayana
danza tradicional ecuatoriana, Kinding
Sindaw, Flamenco Latino, Na Pua Mai
Ka Lani Ndioka, and Neela Zareen.

Learn More

Coming Up in August 2026



https://www.baysidehistorical.org/events-1/the-talented-major-tallmadge-presentation-by-richard-f-welch
https://www.baysidehistorical.org/events-1/queensboro-dance-festival-performances-at-fort-totten-park-3

Moon & Bloom: Reimagining Korean Tradition
Coming to The Castle This Summer

Moon and Bloom is a group exhibition of four New York—based artists —
Beautiful_Soul, Jiae Kim, Dani Song, and Makoto Kishino — whose work
draws on the enduring symbolism of the moon and the natural world, a central
motif in East Asian art. Moving across painting, textile, and mixed media, the
show gathers luminous moon jars, Korean folk painting (minhwa), shifting
indigo textile, and mixed-media "ecliptic moon" works into a quiet,
contemplative garden where the cycles of nature and human imagination
quietly converge.

More information about this exciting art exhibition coming soon!

Take a Look Back...

Cornelius Van Wyck Lawrence, the first popularly elected mayor of New York City, was
born in Bayside in 1791. He served as mayor from 1834 to 1837, contending with
calamitous issues during his term such as the Cholera Epidemic of 1832 and the Great
Fire of 1835.

Cornelius retired back to his family home in Bayside after living in New York City and is
buried at the Lawrence Cemetery at 216th Street and 42nd Avenue in Bayside, Queens.



https://baysidehistorical.org/about-bhs#lawrence-cemetery
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